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1.  Pope Francis’ Two Letters about Liturgy 

 July 16, 2021, replaced restrictions on use of pre-Vat II Mass.    
Traditionis Custodes, “Guardians of the Tradition.” 

 June 29, 2022, “on the liturgical formation of the people of God.” 
Desiderio Desideravi.  “I have desired to eat this meal with you.” 

 Each is a “motu proprio,” written on the pope’s own initiative. 

 
2.  Terms 

 Pre-Vatican II Mass is also known as:   

o Missal of Pius V, 1570.  Slightly revised by John XXIII, Missal of 1962. 

o Tridentine Mass, Council of Trent (1545-1563), in reaction to Protestant Reformation. 

o “Latin Mass.”  Not precise, since the current Mass may be celebrated in Latin. 

o “TLM” - Traditional Latin Mass.  Often seen online. 

o Pre-conciliar = before the Council  (Vatican Council II). 

 Mass as revised after Vatican Council II (1963-1965) is also known as: 

o Missal of Paul VI, 1970. 

o Novus Ordo – the “new order.”   “Ordo” = ritual book, with how to celebrate a sacrament or rite. 

o Post- conciliar = after the Council 

 
3.  Changes to the Mass after Vatican II -- Not Just Latin 

 Mass has had same basic structure, since c. 150 C.E. 

 Eliminated repetitions; additions  (e.g. multiple kissing of altar, collects), (e.g. Last Gospel) 

 Recovered parts lost accidentally  (e.g. petitions, processions, peace, communion of faithful) 

 Changed titles  (e.g. Mass of Catechumens is now Liturgy of Word, Canon is Eucharistic Prayer) 

 Role for laity now in Missal  (e.g. postures, responses, chants, bring up gifts, communion) 

 Expanded Lectionary - Bible readings.   (Added Old T.  3 year rotation for Sundays, instead of 1 yr) 

 Lay ministers.   (Women now permitted in sanctuary.  Lector, EMHC, choir – “genuine lit function”) 

 
4.  Background 

 Liturgical Movement, 19th -20th c.  Begins in Europe.  Uncovers unknown history and theology re liturgy. 
o “Return to the sources” – Bible and early Christianity, early Church “Fathers.” 
o Pius X and Pius XII embrace some work of Lit Movement.  Pius X – promotes participation by laity. 
o Pius XII -- encyclicals on Church as Body of Christ (1943), on renewing liturgy (1947). 
o Commission established by Pius XII in 1948, produces Holy Week reforms 1951-56. 

 Vatican Council II (1962-65).  Constitution on Sacred Liturgy, 1963, passes 2147 to 4. 

o Sacramental & Liturgical books revised according to CSL 1960s-1983.  Mass 1970. 

 Resistance, opposition lead John Paul II to permit some to use pre-Vatican II Mass, for unity, 1984,1988. 
o Pope Benedict XVI expands permission, July 2007.  Actual practice goes further in USA.   

o Calls Vat II Mass “ordinary form.”  Pre-Vat II Mass is “extraordinary form.” 

 This expanded permission is what Pope Francis withdraws in 2021, based on consultation with bishops. 



Letter  https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2021/07/16/0469/01015.html#ingL 
Trad Cust text   https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/motu_proprio/documents/20210716-motu-proprio-
traditionis-custodes.html 

 

5.  Traditionis Custodes – Some of the Directives 

 Affirms that post-Vatican II Mass is “unique expression” of the Roman Catholic liturgy.  

o UNIQUE:  Not “ordinary”  vs “extraordinary.” 

 Bishop to regulate use of 1962 Missal, but “according to the guidelines of the Apostolic See.”   

 Cannot deny Vatican Council II and “magisterium.”  

 Bible readings must be in vernacular. 

 1-2 places in a diocese, but not in a parish.  No new groups. 

 New priests need permission from bishop, who formally requests Rome. 

 Priests who now use 1962 Missal must get permission from bishop. 

 

6.  The Unity of the Church 

 JPII and BXVI intent:  heal schism with Lefebvre & SSPX (Society St Pius X). 

 But became for others “an opportunity to adopt freely” the old Latin Mass. 

 Francis consulted bishops of world in 2020, to assess effects of permissions. 
  

Quotes from Pope Francis, Letter accompanying Traditionis Custodes, July 16, 2021 (emphasis added): 

“The responses [from world bishops] reveal a situation  

that preoccupies and saddens me,  

and persuades me of the need to intervene.  

“Regrettably, the pastoral objective of my Predecessors,  

who had intended ‘to do everything possible  

to ensure that all those  

who truly possessed the desire for unity  

would find it possible to remain in this unity  

or to rediscover it anew,’ 

has often been seriously disregarded.     

“An opportunity offered by St. John Paul II  

and, with even greater magnanimity, by Benedict XVI,  

intended to recover the unity  

of an ecclesial body with diverse liturgical sensibilities,  

was exploited  

to widen the gaps,  

reinforce the divergences,  

and encourage disagreements that 

injure the Church,  

block her path,  

and expose her to the peril of division.” 

 

 
“But I am nonetheless saddened  

that the use of Missale Romanum of 1962  

is often characterized by a rejection  

not only of the liturgical reform,  

but of the Vatican Council II itself, claiming,  

with unfounded and unsustainable assertions,  

that it betrayed the Tradition and the ‘true Church.’” 

 
 

“To doubt the Council  

is to doubt the intentions of those very Fathers  

who exercised their collegial power  

in a solemn manner cum Petro et sub Petro  

in an ecumenical council,  

and, in the final analysis,  

to doubt the Holy Spirit himself  

who guides the Church.” 
 

[Bishops should] “discontinue the erection  

of new personal parishes tied more  

to the desire and wishes of individual priests  

than to the real need of the ‘holy People of God.’” 

 
“I ask you to be vigilant in ensuring that every liturgy be celebrated with decorum  

    and fidelity to the liturgical books promulgated after Vatican Council II,  

        without the eccentricities that can easily degenerate into abuses.  

Seminarians and new priests should be formed in the faithful observance  

    of the prescriptions of the Missal and liturgical books,  

        in which is reflected the liturgical reform willed by Vatican Council II.”  

 

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2021/07/16/0469/01015.html#ingL
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/motu_proprio/documents/20210716-motu-proprio-traditionis-custodes.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/motu_proprio/documents/20210716-motu-proprio-traditionis-custodes.html

